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A SERMON, 


Se. 


/ 


IsAIAH, CHAP. LXII, VERSE 11. 


&« Behold the Lord hath proclaimed to the end of the 
World; ſay ye to the daughter of Zion, behold thy 


ſalvation cometh ; behold his reward 1s with him, 


and hs work before him.“ 


\ 


'J nt Apoſtle Peter very juſtly obſerves, that 
the ancient prophets inquired, and ſearched dili- 
gently, what, or what manner of time the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, which was in them did ſignify, when it teſti= 
fied beforehand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the 
olory which ſhould follow; unto whom it was 
revealed, that not unto themlelves, but unto us 
they did miniſter the things which are now re- 


ported unto you, by them who have preached the 
_ goſpel unto you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent down 


from Heaven. From hence we ſee, that the an- 


cient F were favoured of God to ſee, that 
A 2 in 


IF 


„ 


4 


in the fulneſs x time the Redeemer of Iſrael 


would appear in the world, would finiſh tranſ- 
greſſion, make an end of fin, and bring in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. That life and immortality 


ſhould then be brought to light by the goſpel, and 
multitudes both of Jews and Gentiles ſhould. ſee 
the light of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt. 


But of all the ancient prophets who were fa- 


voured with thoſe delightful proſpe&ts, Iſaiah evi- 


dently. had the pre-eminence; being in a very 


peculiar manner divinely illuminated, ſo that he 


ſeems to have fully underſtood the myſtery of 


man's redemption, and the gracious deſigns of 
God in ſending Chriſt into the world. As he 
foretold the ſufferings and death of our bleſſed 
Redeemer, ſo he clearly deſcribes the nature of 
| goſpel ſalvation, and the holy, happy, and proſ- 
perous ſtate of the church of God in thoſe glorious 


days, when the goſpel was to be fully preached to 


Jews and Gentiles without diſtinction. 


In the chapter before us, the prophet expreſſes 
the moſt lively and vehement deſires after the ac- 


compliſhment of the gracious deſigns of the bleſ= 
ſed God. For Zion's ſake will I not hold my 
peace, and for jeruſalem's fake I will not reſt, until 


the righteouſneſs thereof go forth as brightneſs, 


and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth.” 
How evidently does it appear, that his whole ſoul. 


Was 


* 


_—— — * 


E 


0 


vas engaged in the work of God, ſeeing that it was 
the fixed purpoſe of his mind to give the Lord no 


reſt, till he ſhould look in mercy upon the deſo- 


lations of the Jewiſh church, and ſo pour out his 


ſpirit from on high, that it might become a praiſe 

in the earth, or that it might be brought into ſuch 
a flouriſhing ſtate, as he very beautifully expreſſes 
it: „that the righteouſneſs thereof might go forth 
as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 
that burneth.”” He clearly ſhews us here, what 


manner of ſpirit the Miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be 


of : how much they ought to have the proſperity 


ol the church of God at heart, and how fervently 


they ought to pray, and how diligently they ought 
to labour, for the accompliſhment of the gracious 
purpoſes of God, in the ſalvation of a loſt and 


ruined world. 


In the remaining part of the chapter the pro- 
phet deſcribes the holy, happy, and flouriſhing 
{tate of the goſpel church. But as it would take 
up too much time to go through the whole, I 


haſten to the words of the text. In the tenth 


verſe he ſhews us with what ſimplicity and clear- ' 
neſs the Miniſters of Chriſt ought to preach the 


goſpel. In what plain, clear, intelligible terms 
they ought to expreſs themſelves, ſo that the moſt - 
ignorant among the people may underſtand them. 


| © Go through, go through the gates, prepare you 


the way of the people ; caſt up, caſt up the high 


A. 
p 
4 


ay; 


1 
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way; gather out the ſtones, lift up a ſtandard for 
the people.” As if he had ſaid, it is the deſign 
of God that you ſhould make the way of ſalva- 


con plain and familiar to the people; therefore 


go through, go through the gates yourſelves, till 
you are fully acquainted with the high road to the 


city of God, then prepare the way for the people. 
Make it as plain to them as the high roads which 


are caſt up, now are to the traveller, Take away 
the ſtones, remove every difficulty out of the way, 


and ſhew the people that the ways of the Lord 


are equal; that he is ever ready to aſſiſt them by 


bis grace and holy ſpirit, ſo that they ſhall find 


his ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and all his 
paths peace. The words of the text then follow : 


„ Behold the Lord hath proclaimed to the end of 


the world ; ſay ye to the daughter of Zion, behold 
thy ſalvation cometh.” We well know, that. theſe 
words were fulfilled, when our bleſſed Redeemer 


"viſited this world in perſon; when he himſelf 


publiſhed the goſpel of peace, and accompliſhed 


the work of man's redemption. That they were 
more remarkably fultilled after the day of Pente- 
coſt, when thouſands upon thouſands embraced 


the glad tidings of falvation, That they have 
been fulfilling in the Chriſtian church to the pre- 


ſent day, and that they remain to be fulfilled in 
every individual here preſent, who has not expe- 


rienced the truth of them already. 


In 


1 


In the words we have the peculiar work of a 


] Faithful Miniſter of Chriſt deſcribed. Say ye to 


the daughter of Zion, that 1s, to all who are wil. 


ling to hear you: behold your ſalvation, or rather 
your Saviour cometh ; behold his reward is with 
him, he does not come empty handed, but he 
comes loaded with bleſſings, he having purchaſed, 
nov freely offers to you preſent and eternal re- 
{ demption, and his work is before him. He is 
come in theſe days of his ſpirit to convert the 
world, to eſtabliſh a kingdom which ſhall never be 


moved. 


In theſe words behold thy ſalvation, or thy 


1 Saviour cometh, two things are implied. Firſt, 
{ Behold thy Saviour cometh to finiſh the work of 


man's redemption, by his meritorious death and 


| paſſion : and Second, Behold thy Saviour cometh 
in the power and grace of his ſpirit, to communi— 

|} cate to the minds of the people, all the invalua- 
ble benefits which he hath purchaſed for hem. — 
f And theſe two particulars include the whole work 


which the Miniſters of Cont are lent by him to 
: accompliſh. 


Firſt, Behold thy Saviour cometh to accompliſh 


| the work of redemption. This every Miniſter of 
| Chriſt ſhould fo fully and clearly explain, as that 
he may ſay to the people who generally attend 
upon his miniſtry, as the Apoſtle Paul did to the 
Galations —“ Jaime Chriſt hath been evidently 


ſet 


3 


ſet forth as crucified before your eyes.” That is, 
I have fully declared unto you, © That God fo 
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
| ſon; that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ That in con- 
ſequence of this, © Jefus was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, bruiſed for our iniquities, and the 
chaſtiſement of our peace was upon him :—for 
he bore the puniſhment due to our fins in his 
own body upon the tree.“ Here then with the 
blefſed apoſtle, we are to declare to all who hear 
us, God was in Chriſt reconciling the world 
unto himſelf, no longer imputing their treſpaſſes 
unto them: and in conſequence of this, he hath 
committed unto us the miniſtry of reconciliation, 
and we are now ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though 
God did beſeech you by us, we pray you in 
| Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled unto God. 8 

Niere then we ſec, that the God againſt whom 
we have ſo greatly ſinned, and who on that ac- 
count might moſt juſtly have puniſhed us, fo far 
from having any ſuch deſign, that he himſelf hath 
not only found out a way to extend his mercy and 
love to us, ſo as that his juſtice may be preſerved 
inviolate, and his purity and holineſs unſpotted; 
but he condeſcends to invite and beſeech us to 
accept of pardoning mercy and grace, fo that we | 
being bleſſed with a ſenſe of his favour, may re- 
joice in him as the God of our falvation. = 
Our 


| ſervant Moles. 


tion. 


39) 
Our Bleſſed Redeemer hath opened a fountain 


for ſin and uncleanneſs for us, and he now calls 
upon us to ariſe and waſh away our fins in that 


fountain, calling upon the name of the Lord. 
God himſelf is ſo far from being angry with us, 


and watching (as ſome good men repreſent him) 


for an opportunity to peur out his vengeance 
upon our guilty heads, that he hath erected a 


1 throne of grace, merely on our account, and he 


beholds us from thence with eyes of infinite pity 
and love. He does not appear to us from this 


. throne, as he did to the trembling Iſraelites from 


Mount Sinai, when delivering his holy law to his 
No; he now ſpeaks unto us from 
Mount Sion, and clearly diſcovers to us the riches 


of his mercy and love, and kindly and graciouſly 
Invites us to accept of all the ineſtimable benefits 


of the new covenant. And let it be well ob- 
ſerved, that it was not the death of Chriſt, which 

moved God the Father thus to love loſt mankind, 
but on the contrary, God ſo loved us, that he 
freely gave his only begotten Son, to ſuffer, 
bleed, and die for us men and for our redemp- 
Hence we lee that preſent and eternal ſal- 
vation freely flows from this fountain—the infi- 
nite love of God our heavenly Father, who hath 


redeemed us unto himſelf by the death of his well- 
beloved Son. 


B Secondly, 


e 


Secondly, Every faithful miniſter muſt ſay to 
the daughter of Zion, Behold thy Saviour cometh 
in the power and grace of his holy ſpirit, in order 
to communicate to the minds of men, the un- 
ſearchable riches of his grace. 

And, upon due conſideration, we ſhall find that 

the ſalvation which he brings is every way ſuited 
to the ſtate of his ruined creatures: that he is 
every way qualified to ſave and to bleſs us; and 
that he only deſigns to raiſe us up from the ruins 
ol the Fall, and to make us holy and happy, and 
heirs of an everlaſting kingdom. 

It is evident, from the ſacred ſcriptures, that ſin 
hath ſo blinded our underſtanding, that, as the 
apollle obſerves, © we no longer receive the 
things of the ſpirit of God, but they appear fool- 
iſhneſs unto us; neither can we know them, be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned.” That this 
is the very caſe of fallen man, univerſal experi- 
ence and obſervation will fully prove. For who 
ſhall we find among the wiſeſt and moſt learned 
of mankind, (till they are divinely enlightened,) 
that have any knowledge of the nature of Goſpel 
ſalvation, or of the benefits which our bleſſed Re- 
deemer hath procured for us? He muſt be a 
ſtranger to the preſent ſtate of the chriſtian world, 
| ſo called, who does not ſee that the words of the 
prophet are Caine tulfhlled : © Darkneſs hath co- 


vered | 


( 


vered the earth, and groſs darkneſs che people.“ 
In conſideration of this darkneſs, which by the 


flirſt tranſgreſſion hath overſpread the mind of 


man, another inſpired writer hath ſaid, © The vi- 
ſion of all is become as the words of a book 


which is ſcaled, and the book is delivered to one 


that is learned, ſaying, Read this, I pray thee, and 
he ſaith, I cannot, it is ſealed; and the book is de- 
livered to one that is unlearned, ſaying, Read this, 
I pray thee, and he faith, I am not learned.” 
From hence it appears, that the learned and the 


1 unlearned are both alike with reſpect to all divine 
| and ſpiritual knowledge, that the ſcriptures are 


ſealed, and they underſtand not what they read. 
They ſee no more beauty in the word of God, or 
in the religion therein deſcribed, than the Jews 


did in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt while he ſojourned 


among them, The pearl of great price, the trea- 
ſure hid in the goſpel field, yea, the finſcarchable 


= riches of Chriſt are treated by them with neglect, 


if not with contempt and ſcorn. And this will 
always be the caſe, till the light of the ſpirit of 

God is communicated to the mind. And in order 
that it may, our bleſſed Redeemer came into the 
world, © as a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to 


be the glory of his people Iſrael.” For this rea- 
fon he is called the Sun of Righteouſneſs, that 


ſhall ariſe upon them who fear him with healing 
in his wings: and for the ſame reaſon he is called 
SB 1 : the 


— — "ic 5 r —— r 7 7 De ax n - a — — Bog RF 1 — b 3 — * — 
2 X * 88 * — : — << — X LIP . p 2 y 7 * © hes 4 N CERT © 1 * 7 8 0 N x » 7 ** 
s 1 o = 44, > 4 FAS rn as —” I 4 TA - N * wife, 1 „ wh 465% Mb or * "0 2 1 * * TITS 9 3 ihe 30: ret I 4 * 2 "SMS. x " , A Wo ” 7 _ 
rn * & - @ O22 4a, Y * 2 N we! LS > 8 *: AX fr Son ts 8 IEF : 7 e — | yr TT IE : 5 
& 8 r 3 SS * n * JH * 2 8 8 Tons 7 > aa $1 B05 3 ONE RES. LY . N 2 x C = * 2 e 0 1 
- dy — Phy . = R * N * * NN N n 8 ＋ N Rinn * — 8 3 I MES od rr * 1 bs ” 7 2 ad? ._ w - 2 . 1 
3 *% * = — - — — — 2 2 >< ESY gt 1-6 OF na RT 3 SC * ah] 2 W e * eh = du TED We” 1 4 - * r 85 
1 „ * . X ” — * - 

- — " - — — — — — — 

— — * 1 = * * > <4 =20 3 * -— _ - —̃ — — ane — — — a — . — — — rw - — 1 ” * * * „ 

4 * Wy 5 : - - : « 7 : — — — 5 p = . 2 S ps 8 —— S * OT Ag by 2 a * 

i WM - x he :, , - — — —— = . — - — „ 
* . W . — _ — 1 — ns — — — — — 7 — — - — 09 — — — — — 2 — — — . - — — — — — — - - 
SY 7 - * 0 : — . = — ' 

-4 * . 
4 * s 6 N F + - 1 r —ꝛ — 1 — — 

—— ——— — 222 Pp ag "4 En" 26 —— 2 — _ ts " q — 2 — * — — — —.— - — 1 — r 

* 7 . 
* # . 1 
* 
0 * 
* 
=» - 


(42) 


the day-ſpring from on high, which ſhall viſit all 


who wait for his appearing.: and when he doth 
this, as a diſcovery is made of the real ſtate of our 


mind, of our guilty, wretched, and ruined condi- 


tion by reaſon of fin, ſo a diſcovery is alſo made 
of that abundant mercy and grace, which is trea- 
ſured up in Chriſt Jeſus, for thoſe who fly f orre- 
fuge to lay hold upon the hope which the Lord 
hath ſet before them. We ſee in ſuch a manner 
as words cannot expreſs, that with our God there 
is mercy, pardon and peace and plenteous re- 
demption. The deſign of God in inſtituting the 
goſpel miniſtry is, to bring us out of darkneſs into 
marvelous light, ſo that we may ſtand diſtinguiſhed 
ſrom others, as being children of light and of the 


day, ſo that following the holy Jeſus, conſidered 


as the light of the world, we may. not walk in 
darkneſs, but mall. be favoured with the light of 
life; 

And as fin bath brought darkneſs upon he 


mind, ſo. by our actual tranſgreſſions we have 
brought guilt upon our conſcience. The words 
of the prophet are certainly true with reſpe& to 


every child of man, “ We all like ſheep have 


gone aſtray, we have turned eyery one to our own 


way, hence the Lord hath laid upon him the ini— 
quity of us all.” The holy apoſtle alſo publiſhes 
the ſame awful truth: “ All have ſinned and 
come ſhort of the glory of God; and in conſider- 

ation 


1 


ation of this, “ every mou. ,muſt be ſtopped, and 
all the world ſtand Aulet y before God.“ This 


| vill be readily acknowledged by moſt people; 


but how do they diſcover the blindneſs of their 
minds, in their aſtoniſhing unconcern reſpecting 


this! It is acknowledged that I am a creature of a 


day, that my life is only a ſpan long, that I ſtand 
upon the brink of eternity every moment, that an 


eternity of inconceivable happineſs awaits me, if I 


am duly prepared to enjoy it, and that an eter- 


nity of inconceivable miſery awaits me if 1 ſhould 


die in my fins, That I am deeply guilty in the 
ſight of that God who is of purer eyes than to 
behold iniquity, and that I muſt, upon leaving 
this world, appear at his awful tribunal, to be 


' judged by him according to my works: and al- 
1 though I know not but this may be my lot, the | 
very next hour; yet, to the aſtoniſhment of the 


very angels of God, I am unconcerned about it : 
nay, and in direct contradiction to the whole re- 
velation of God, I vainly think (if I think about 
it at all) that I ſhall find mercy from God at the 


day of judgment, and that he will then pardon | 


my ſins. Here, if ever, we may ſtand and won- 


der at the blindneſs of fallen man, that he will 
: firſt venture to live in open rebellion againſt 
| God, that he will dare to affront his Maker to 
his face, and after all is bold enough to launch 
into eternity with the guilt of all his ſins upon 


him 5 
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| him; and ſtrange to think of, he intends to ap- 
pear confeſſedly guilty before his Judge, and at 
the ſame time his Judge is the very perſon againſt | 
| whom he hath ſo greatly finned, and yet he 
| | hopes to obtain mercy. Vain and fooliſh mann 
The day of judgment is not the time for God to 
diſplay his mercy in pardoning the guilty, but to 11 
judge the world in righteouſneſs, and to give unto | 
every one according as their works have been. 
He who appears guilty at that bar, will certainly _ 
be condemned, and muſt be baniſhed from the 
ö preſence of God into the regions of eternal 
® night. 1 
* Some there are who, beyond a doubt, are more ( 
deeply guilty than others, having run into greater | | 
lengths of actual wickedneſs, and ſome for a f 
11 
| 
{ 


much longer time than others: and not only ſo, 
but ſome men's fins have been attended with far 
greater aggravating circumſtances than others, 


they having ſinned againſt far greater light, ſo that | t 

their ſins may properly be ſaid to have been ofa m 

ſcarlet or crimſon dye. But although it muſt be i r 
acknowledged that there is this difference be- a 

tween one man and another, yet as all have vio= f. 

lated the holy and righteous law of God, all are 2 

guilty in his ſight, and therefore muſt be con- y 0 

| demned for ever, if they do not obtain pardoning 18 
| mercy in the preſent world. | I ti 
| c 
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But this was the deſign of God in ſending 
Chriſt into the world, that he ſhould make a per- 
fe atonement for the ſins of mankind, and that in 
conſequence of this, pardon and peace and plen- 
teous 'redemption ſhould be freely offered unto 
us in his name. In conſideration of this, the mi- 
niſters of Chriſt may, upon good ground, declare 


unto the daughter of Zion, Behold thy Saviour 


cometh with pardoning mercy to thee, and unto _ 
all who wait for his appearing. This was the 
commiſſion which our Lord himſelf gave unto his 


diſciples, when he ſent them forth to preach the 


goſpel: © Thus it is written, and thus it behoved 
Chriſt to ſuffer, and to riſe from the dead the 
third day, and that repentance and remiſſion of 


| 3 ſins ſhould be preached in his name among all 
nations. And did he not ſend forth the apoſtle 
Paul with the ſame glad tidings? Did he not 
| ſend him to the Gentiles, to open their eyes, and 
do turn them from darkneſs unto light, and from 
1 the power of Satan unto God, that they might 
1 receive the forgiveneſs of fins, and an inherit- 
! ance among all them who are ſandtified, through 
1 faith in his name? In how clear a manner did 
q Zacharias the father of John the Baptiſt ſpeak 
ol this, when, filled with the Holy Ghoſt, he was 
given to underſtand the myſtery of man's redemp- 
tion by Chriſt Jeſus: * And thou, child, ſhalt be 
called the prophet of the higheſt ; for thou ſhalt 


80 
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go before the face of the Lord to prepare his 
way, to give knowledge of ſalvation to his people 
by the remiſſion of their fins, through the tender 
mercy of our God, whereby the day-ſpring from 
on high hath viſited us.” Agreeable hereto the 
apoltlles of our Lord publiſhed theſe glad tidings 
whereſoever they came, fully and freely declar- 
ing both to the Jews and Gentiles, the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt ; manifeſting to all, a God 
reconciled unto them through the merits of his 
beloved Son, and ready to receive them into his 
favour, freely pardoning all their paſt offences. 
„ Be it known unto you (faith the apoſtle) that 
by this man is preached unto you the forgiveneſs 
of ſins, and by him every one who believeth is 
juſtified freely from all things from which they 
could not be juſtified by the law of Moſes.” And 
the apoſtle Peter declared the very ſame glad tid- 
ings to thoſe who attended upon his miniſtry. 

« To him gave all the prophets witneſs, that 
through his name, whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall receive remiſſion of fins.” Here we ſee the 
firſt miniſters of the goſpel fulfilling the glorious 
deſign of God. in ſending them forth to labour in 
his vineyard: and muſt not the miniſters of the 
preſent day copy their example ? Muſt they not 
preach the ſame Jeſus, and publiſh the ſame ſalva- 


tion in his name? Is there any other name under 


heaven given among men, whereby we of the } 
preſent 


(10 


| preſent age may be ſaved, but the name of Jeſus? 


Or is there any other ſalvation for us than that 
which he hath purchaſed for us by his blood, and 
freely offers to us in his goſpel? Surely, if we 
are ever ſaved at all, it muſt be by that one Sa- 
viour who hath redecmed us unto God by his own 
blood, and in that one way which God hath ap- 
pointed. But although nothing: can be more clear 
than this, (except we lay aſide the ſcriptures alto- 
gether,) yet how abundantly do great numbers 
bear witneſs to the truth before laid down, how 
ſtrangely do they diſcover the blindneſs of their 
own minds, in that they ſuppoſe, that although the 
God of love did manifeſt himſelf in ſo gracious a 


1 manner to the apoſtles and the firſt Chriſtians ; 


and although he was pleaſed to bleſs them with 


the knowledge of ſalvation. by the remiſſion of 


fins; yet we have no reaſon to expett that we ſhall 


be ſo highly favoured by him! Is the Lord changed 
3 then? and is he leſs inclined to be gracious, and to 
f make his creatures happy, than he formerly was? 
f Or rather, Is he not without any variableneſs or 
7 ſhadow of turning? Is not Jeſus Chriſt the ſame 
2 yeſterday, to-day, and for ever? Does not his 
5 1 mercy endure for ever, and his truth and his 
flaithfulneſs from one generation to another? But 

7 although ſuch people do not expect to be fo 
_ F highly favoured in this world as the firſt Chriſtians 

verre, I will do them the juſtice to acknowledge, 


CG that 


(8 ) 
that they do expeRt to go to the ſame Heaven, and 
to be happy in the preſence of the ſame God. 
But allowing this, it only more fully manifeſts the 
ignorance that is in them. For how can they go 
to the ſame Heaven, except they walk in the ſame 
way? And is not Chriſt the way, the truth, and 
the life? and hath he not ſaid, © No man cometh to 
the Father but by me?” So that, view the ſubje& 
in what light you will, the truth pours in upon 
you, and the blindneſs of the carnal mind is made 
manifeſt, 
But leſt any one ſhould ſuppoſe that we per- 
vert the ſcriptures, and put a different meaning 
upon them from vhat other good and viſe men 
have done, whoſe writings are familiar to us, let 
us attend to what we have heard from the Com- 
mon Prayer Book this morning. And have we 
not heard theſe ſolemn words? “ He pardoneth 
and abſolveth all them who truly repent, and un- 
feignedly believe his holy goſpel.” Here then 
we ſee the church and the ſcriptures exactly q © 
agree: and from both we learn, that ſuch is the © 
goodneſs and mercy of God, that he manifeſts | t 
himſelf to be a God gracious and merciful, who Y* 
pardoneth iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and fin, to all 
who by true repentance return unto him, and fi 
who lay hold upon the hope which he hath ſet th 
before them; who believe or embrace the offers of 


mercy which he hath made unto us in the goſpel. | 
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If it was the expreſs deſign of our gracious 
Lord in dying for us to make an atonement for 
our ſins, and to procure redemption and ſalva- 
tion for his guilty creatures; would it not be ex- 
ceeding ſtrange indeed, if, after all, he ſhould 
withhold the bleſſing from us? And would it not 
be ſtranger ſtill, if after all the offers of mercy 
which he hath made unto us, all the promiſes 
which he hath left upon record in his word, and 
all the kind and gracious invitations which ve 


meet with in the goſpel, that ſtill we muſt remain 
in the dark, and that we can have no aſſurance 


cf his favour? Hath an infinitely wiſe and gra- 


3 cious God called upon us to ſeek that which we 

can never find, to aſk for that which we ſhall 

never receive, and to knock at that door which 
| 7 ſhall never be opened to us? On the contrary, 
2 hath he not ſaid, © Aſk, and ye ſhall receive; ſeek, 
and ye ſhall find; knock, and the door ſhall be 
opened unto you.” And as if this was not 
enough, he adds, © For every one that aſketh re- 
ceiveth, and he that ſeeketh findeth, and to him 
that knocketh the door is open.” Tell us then, 
1 ye profoundly wiſe and learned men, what it is 
] that thoſe aſkers receive, or what thoſe ſeekers 
find, and what door it is which ſtands open to 
1 thoſe who knock—if they do not find the pearl 
ol great price, if they do not receive the pardon- 


C 2 ing 


e 


ing love of God, and if it is not the door of ſal- 
vation which ſtands open to them ? 
There is a ſtrange propenſity in the human 


mind to limit the holy one of Iſrael, and to make 


- him leſs gracious to mankind than he hath de- 
clared he will be in his holy word: and when it is 
clearly proved from that word, that it is the gra- 

cious deſign of God that we ſhould be favoured 
vith a clear manifeſtation of his love, and that we 
ſhould be aſſured that he hath blotted out our 
tranlgreſſions as a cloud, and our iniquities as a 


thick cloud: then with Nicodemus we ſtrangely 


aſk, How can theſe things be ? But how vain a 


gqueſtion is this to aſk, where God is concerned! 


Can we ſuppole that infinite wiſdom will be at a 
loſs to find out a way to diſcover himſelf to his 
creatures, as reconciled to them through Chriſt ' 
Jeſus? Surely no. We may then with ſafety } 
conclude, that as he in all ages of the world hath } 
cauſed the light of his countenance to ſhine upon 
his ſervants, ſo that they have been enabled to : 
rejoice in him as the God of their ſalvation, we 


alſo ſhall be as highly favoured by him as all thoſe a 


worchies who have gone before us have been; and 
we allo ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God, and ſhall 


experience the riches of his mercy and grace | 


brought into our own ſouls. 


I hirdly : And as ſin bath blinded the dn 
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| alſo defiled the whole ſoul. 


be juſtly applied to every child of man 
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It hath ſpread its poi- 
ſonous nature throughout all the powers and facyultieg 
of the mind, ſo that the words of the prophet may 
: The 
whole head is ſick, and the whole heart is faint ; 
from the ſole of the foot to the crown of the head 


there is no ſoundneſs in it, but wounds and 


bruiſes and putrefying ſores ;* and, as the apoſtle 
abſerves, the mind as well as the conſcience is 
defiled. How deeply ſenſible of this humiliating 


truth was the holy Pſalmiſt, when he ſaid, “ Be- 


hold I was ſhapen in iniquity, and in fin did my 
mother conceive me !”” And he muſt be an entire 


"ſtranger to the ſtate of his own mind, who does 


not feel the force of the apoſtle's words: *The 


law of God is ſpiritual ; but I am carnal, fold un- 


der fin.” And in that chapter, how clearly does 


he deſcribe the nature and power of original de- 
pravity, and ſhew how ſtrangely it captivates the 
mind, and leads the man aſtray. from God !— 


« When we werein the fleſh (ſaith the apoſtle), 


that is, when we were in our fallen ſtate of mind, 
the motions of ſins which were by the law did 
work in our members to bring forth fruit unto 
death.“ 
ture, if we can ſee at all. For, have we not found in 
our own mind thoſe motions of ſin, as he juſtly calls 


In theſe words we may ſee our own pic- 


them ? a ſtrange propenſity to thoſe evils which 


are hateful in the fight of God, which he hath ex- 


preſely 
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preſsly forbidden, and which would bring ruin 
and deſtruction upon us? Solomon, with great 
propriety, calls this the plague of our own heart ; 


and when we are made to feel the force of his 


words, we ſhall be as deſirous to be delivered 
from it as Paul was, when he ſaid, O wretched 
man that J am, who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death?“ But the bleſſed God hath 
provided a remedy for this diſeaſe alſo. I thank 
God (adds the apoſtle), through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord; as if he had ſaid, Wretched and miſerable _ 
as I am, by reaſon of my native depravity, yet I 


bleſs God I am not left without hope; for he hath 
' ſent his well- beloved Son to redeem me out of 


this bondage of ſin and corruption, into the glo- 
rious liberty of the ſons of God, And in the 


very next chapter he triumphs in this glorious 


deliverance, firſt by declaring, that there is no- 
condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus; 
and ſecondly, by deſcribing the nature of that li- 


berty into which the Chriſtian is brought, faying, 
* The law of the ſpirit of life in Chriſt Jeſus bath | 
made me free from the law of fin and death.“ 


He ſhews us, that as he was made free from the 
guilt of fin, being juſtified freely through faith in 
the Redeemer, ſo he was delivered from the power 


and dominion of ſin by the ſanctify ing influences 
of his holy Hie 


This 
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This faithful ſervant of God informs us, that he 
did not receive the goſpel from man, nor was he 


taught it by men, but by the revelation of Jeſus 


Chriſt. As this was the caſe, we may conclude, 


| he had as full an acquaintance with the goſpel, 


and as clear views of the gracious deſigns of God 
in ſending Chriſt into the world, as any one man 
ever had or can have. And he had alſo expe- 


rienced this ſame goſpel to be the power of God 


unto ſalvation to his own ſoul; ſo that he was not 
only a faithful miniſter, but a witneſs of the truth 
which he publiſhed in the name of the Lord. Ac- 


cordingly, he ſhews us, that the deſign of our Sa- 


viour in finiſhing the work of our redemption 


was, © That he might redeem us from all iniquitys 


and purify us to himſelf as a peculiar people zea- 


lous of good works.” And he adds in the ſame 
epiſtle theſe very remarkable words: © After that 


the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour to- 
wards mankind appeared, not by works of righte- 
ouſneſs which we have done, but according to his 
own mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of rege 
neration, and by the renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which he ſhed on us abundantly, through Jeſus 


3 Chriſt our Saviour.” Here the apoſtle ſhews us, 
not only the nature of goſpel ſalvation, but in 


what particular way God deſigns to ſave us, which 
is according to his mercy. Now his mercy was 
never ſo wonderfully diſplayed towards loſt man- 

kind, 
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kind, as when he gave his well-beloved Son to die 
for our redemption. We therefore muſt be ſaved 
by experiencing the bleſſed effects of this mercy 
ſo diſplayed, in the gift of Chriſt : that is, we muſt 
enjoy the benefit of that atonement which he made 
for fin, in our own ſouls ;.we muſt be freely and 
fully juſtified through faith in his name. But this 
is not obtained by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done; for the apoſtle well knew, that we 
have no works of righteouſneſs to be ſaved by, 
but that we are guilty polluted ſinners, who never 
were in a capacity to do any good work, and | 
| therefore muſt be ſaved by grace, and by grace 
alone: and then he informs us, that as we are un- 
holy, as well as guilty, we muſt be ſaved by the 
waſhing of regeneration, and by the renewing of 
the Holy Ghoſt. That is, the God of love puri- 
fies our deeply polluted hearts, by the ſandifying 
influences of his holy ſpirit; ſo that, being deli- 
vered from the bondage of fin and corruption, 
ve may ſerve God without fear, in holineſs and 
righteouſneſs before him all the days of our life. 
It would be endleſs to quote all the paſſages | 
from this apoſile which ſpeak of the ſame thing—-- | 
Of our being created anew in Chriſt Jeſus ; of 
our being dead unto fin, but alive unto God; of 
our having put off the old man with his deeds, 
and of our having put on the new man, which 
after God is created anew, in righteouſneſs and 

4 true 


nd 


rue 
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J true holineſs: ſo that whoever reads the epiſtles 
of this apoſtle with any degree of attention, muſt 


ſhut his eyes exceeding cloſe, if the light does not | 
break in upon him. 
But leſt any one ſhould think | ae we miſtake 


he apoſtle's meaning, we will again appeal to the 


Prayer-Book. 'And have we not heard this very 
remarkable and ſcriptural exhortation this very 
day ? * Therefore, let us beſeech him to grant 
us true repentance, and his holy ſpirit, that thoſe 
things may pleaſe him which we do at this preſent, 


and that the reſt of our life hereafter may be pure 


and holy, fo that at the laſt we may come to his 
eternal joy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ 
It would be eaſy to prove, that every part of this 


exhortation is exactly ſcriptural—as for inſtance : 
« Let us beſeech him to grant us true repent- 
7 ance—” © God hath exalted his ſon Jeſus to his 


own right hand, to be a Prince and a Saviour, to 
give repentance and remiſſion of fins unto II- 
rael.” It is added, © and his holy ſpirit.” Jeſus 


2 faid unto the people, © If ye being evil know how 

7 togiveg good gifts unto your children, how much 

more ſhall my heavenly Father give his holy 

2 ſpirit to them that aſk him!” But why muſt the 
holy ſpirit be given unto us? That thoſe things 

may pleaſe him which we do at this preſent:“! 

ich | 


that is, that we may worſhip God acceptably ; ; for, 
ds D faith” 
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ſaith our Redeemer, & God is a ſpirit, and they 


who worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and | 


in truth; and an apoſtle exhorts us to pray in 
the Holy Ghoſt. It would be eaſy to ſhew, were 
it neceſſary, that the remaining part of the exhor- 
tation is equally agreeable to God's holy word. 


Have we not offered up this prayer to God ſince 
we met together in his name? © Cleanſe the 
| thoughts of our hearts by the inſpiration of thy 


holy ſpirit, that we may perfektly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name, through Jeſus 


_ Chriſt our Lord.” And in offering this prayer to 
God, we only do that which our Lord him- 


ſelf hath taught us, when in obedience to him we 


ſay, Thy kingdom come;“ for, if we underſtand 


the proper meaning of our own prayers, then we 
pray that that kingdom may come which our 
Lord ſaith muſt be within us, and which an apoſtle 
hath ſaid, “ is righteouſneſs, and peace and joy 


in the Holy Ghoſt.” Whether, therefore, we 
ſearch the Scriptures, or read the Common Prayer 


Book, we ſhall be obliged to acknowledge, that 
we muſt be born of the ſpirit, in order to our en- 


tering into the kingdom of heaven; and that we 


be enabled to ſerve God acceptably, we muſt ex- 
perience his ſanctify ing grace. 
Were we to read the writings of all the wiſe 


and holy men who ever wrote upon the nature of 
true 
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true religion, we ſhall find them all agree reſpect- 
[ ing this—The abſolute neceſſity of regenerating | 
grace, or the ſanctifying influences of the ſpirit of 
> 3 God, in order to our ſerving him according to his 
_ $3 will. They may, and they do differ one from 


another reſpeQing a variety of leſſer matters, and 
e bold very different religious opinions; but in this 
e they are all agreed“ Except a man be con- 
8 verted, he cannot ſee the kingdom of God.” 
d What then is the religion of Jeſus Chriſt ? It is 


the kingdom of God ſet up in the mind. It is the 
1 grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of 
Cod, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, expe- 
ve | rienced by us. It is the peace of God which 
14 paſſeth all underſtanding, keeping our hearts and 
ve minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of 
ur his ſon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In other words, it 
Me | is the light of God ſhining in the underſtanding, 
2 ſo that we are made wiſe unto ſalvation ; wiſe 
we enough to have a proper regard for our own high- 
eſt and deareſt intereſts, ſo that we now live as 
hat f candidates for Heaven, and make it the grand 
© buſineſs of life to prepare for that eternal world. 
It is the peace of God in our conſcience, ariſing 
from a ſenſe of his love towards us in Chriſt 
} Jeſus, diſcovered to us in the word, and ſealed to 
us by the ſpirit of God, ſo that we are made truly | 
happy. And it is the love of God ſhed abroad in 
| "RR OO 
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the heart, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given unto | 
us; or it is the divine nature communicated to 
the mind, ſo that we are made. inwardly and out- 
- wardly holy. This is the religion which the Lord 
himſelf hath called us to experience in his holy 
word, and without which we are dead while we 
live, having only a form of e but a are deſti- 
tute of the power. 
As the faithful miniſters of Chriſt are bil 
to ſay to the daughter of Zion, Behold thy Sa- 
viour cometh to ſanctify and bleſs thee, as above 
deſcribed, ſo alſo to declare that his reward is 
with him There is doubtleſs a reward of grace, 
as well as a reward of glory: and that religion is 
attended with a preſent reward, will be acknow- 
ledged by all who believe the account of it already | 
given. Solomon, ſpeaking in the perſon of Wiſ. b 
dom, ſays, Riches and honour are with me, yea 
durable riches and righteouſneſs: my fruit is bet- f 
ter than gold, yea than fine gold, and my revenue 
than choice ſilver. I lead in the way of righte- | 
ouſneſs, in the midſt of the paths of judgment, | 
that I may cauſe thoſe that love me to inherit ſub- 
ſtance, and I will fill their treaſures.” The whole 
Book of God bears witneſs to the ſame thing, and 
all that ever taſted that the Lord is gracious, will 
allo teſtify that the Lord 1s the rewarder of them ; 
who diligently feck him. © Blefled are the peo- 


10 


ple (aich holy David) who know the Joyful 


J found: they ſhall walk, O Lord! in the light of 


thy countenance; in thy name ſhall they rejoice 
all the day, and in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they be 


| exalted.” And ſpeaking of his own happineſs, he 


ſays, © Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follows 
me all the days of my life, and I ſhall dwell in the 

houſe of the Lord for ever.” But here ſo large 
a field opens to our view, that our time will not 
permit us to be particular reſpeQing it; but we 
muſt conclude this head with the words of an 


7 apoſtle, & Whom having not ſeen ye love, in 
whom, though now ye ſee him not, yet believing, 
ve rejoice with Joy ä and full of 


glory. 125 
If the above be a juſt account of the experi- 


ence of the children of God, then religion is its 


own reward. Then Wiſdom's ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace; and 


the Church of England ſpeaks nothing but the 


truth, when ſhe declares, that the ſervice of 
God is perfect freedom.” And muſt it not needs 


be ſo; If the followers of God are received into 
his favour, and are bleſſed with an aſſurance of _ 
his love; if they live under his guardian care 
and protettion, and know that nothing can hap- 
pen to them by chance, and that all things ſhall 
work together for their good ; if they are adopt- 

ed 


( 30 ) 
edi into the family of God, enjoy a peace which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, walk in the light of 
God's countenance, partake of his grace and 
holy ſpirit, and are made heirs of an eternal king- 
dom —— then they muſt needs be a happy people 
indeed. In a word, if the Lord hath pleaſure in 
the proſperity of his people; if he rejoiceth 
over them to do them good ; if he will be a ſun 
and ſhield, will give them grace and glory; and if 
he will withhold no manner of thing that is good 
from them who walk uprightly ; if eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor ever entered into the 
heart of man to conceive, what good things the 
Lord hath prepared for them that love him, then 
we may ſay upon good ground to the daughter of 
Zion, Behold, his reward is with him. 
The remaining part of the text we ſhall be 
obliged to leave for want of time. But before 1 
conclude, permit me to aſk, If theſe things are ſo, 
is there any folly upon earth to be compared with 
that which thoſe perſons are guilty of, who live in 
the habitual negle of religion? It matters not at 
all how wiſe orhow learned they may be accounted, 
either by themſelves or by other people; they 
will one day be obliged to acknowledge that they 
| have ſtrangely negleQed the one grand end of 
their exiſtence, and therefore may ſay, © We 
fools counted their lives madneſs, and their end 
| tO 


* 


to be without honour.” Whether theſe men vill 


nov believe it or not, we are obliged to tell 


them in plain terms, The foul that finneth it 
ſhall die, yea, the wicked ſhall be turned into hell 
with all the people who forget God.” © The awful 
day will ſurely come which ſhall burn as an oven, 


when all the proud, and all that do wickedly, ſhall 


be as ſtubble; and the day that cometh ſhall burn 
them, and neither leave them root nor branch.“ 


3 © Knowing therefore the terrors of the Lord, we 


would gladly perſuade men,” yea, all who attend 
upon our miniſtry, to repent and turn unto him, 
before iniquity prove their ruin. And O that it 
was in my power to prevail upon all who are here 


2 preſent to know the day of their viſitation, and 


to ſeek the Lord while he may be found! 5 
Many of you know, and are well acquainted 
with, the important truths now delivered, and 
through the infinite mercy and love of God you 
have experienced the ſaving power of Divine 
grace in your own minds. Bleſſed are ye of the 
Lord; for there ſhall be a performance of all that 


he hath ſpoken, and you ſhall find every precious 


promiſe of the goſpel made good to you. Be 
faithful then unto him that hath called you, and 


| bis mercy and love in Chriſt Jeſus ſhall abound 
I towards you ; and when he hath finiſhed his work 


in you, and you have finiſhed the work which he 
ſent 
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5 ſent you into the world to accompliſh, then he 
=>. will fay unto each of you, Come up hither and 
3 take thy ſeat with me.”” And fo, an entrance 
Ng ſhall be adminiſtered unto you abundantly into 

: 5 everlaſting regions of immortal glory which 
Cd of his infinite mercy grant unto all who are 


* 
- ” 
ry 


— 4 here preſent, for che ſake of ſeſus Chriſt our 
£5, ? Lord! Amen. 5 ES : + £9 
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